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The current situation

• We have been part of a pilot within Gateshead

• We have transition to SEND Thresholds from Jan 2024

• Opinions and feedback have been sought from 

educational settings and services (including HINT, 

EPS, CYPS), health, parents/carers, Governors



The SEND Thresholds are mandatory for all schools and 

settings in Gateshead including academies and special schools 

from September 2024.

The SEND Threshold descriptors are based on national best 

practice in determining and describing the needs of the child or 

young person with SEND. 

They are based on the four areas of the SEND Code of Practice 

(2014/15) and on the ‘golden thread’ of the graduated response 

– of assess, plan, do and review. 







How will they improve SEND provision:

Provide us with a common language for all 

professionals, parents/carers to support children 

with SEND.

Improve consistency in terms of judgements and 

responses to children’s needs.

Improve and simplify transitions between 

settings and phases due to the common language 

and improved consistency.



How will they work?

Essentially, the Thresholds are a breakdown of the levels of need a 

child may experience.  

They progress from 1 to 7 – the higher the Threshold, the higher 

the level of need and also the level of intervention required.  The 

higher the Threshold, the greater the involvement in outside 

agencies.

Children can move up and down the 

thresholds at the termly review 

points each year.







Cognition and 

Learning Difficulties 

Specific Learning difficulties 

(SPLD) – e.g.Dyslexia, 

Dyscalculia, Dyspraxia

Moderate learning difficulties 

(MLD)

Severe learning difficulties 

(SLD)

Profound and Multiple learning 

difficulties (PMLD)

Communication and 
Interaction Needs

Speech language and 

Communication Needs 

(SLCN/ SpLC)

Autistic Spectrum Disorder 

(ASD)

Social, Emotional 

and/or Mental 

health Needs

Mental Health Issues

Depression

Eating disorders  

Anxiety Disorders

Disorders such as ADHD, ADD. 

ODD or Attachment Disorder.

Sensory and/or 
Physical Needs

Vision impaired

Multi sensory impairment 

Hearing impairment

Physical disabilities

It will be split 

into the 4 main 

areas of need.

They will be 

split into 

appropriate 

phases of 

education.



Threshold 

document

Early Years

Primary and 

Secondary

Post 16

Cognition and Learning Needs

ASD

Speech, language, 

communication needs

1.Hearing Impairment

2.Visual Impairment

3.Dual Sensory Needs

4.Physical and Medical Needs

SEMH

Cognition and Learning Needs

Communication and 

Interaction

Sensory and/or Physical Needs

SEMH

Cognition and Learning Needs

Communication and 

Interaction

Sensory and/or Physical Needs

SEMH

The document has 

increasing levels of 

need for each area 

of need.

Age Related Sections

Area of need overview





How staff will use the Threshold document…

 Read the Threshold Descriptors Overview

 Use the Presenting Behaviour descriptor for that threshold

This will allow staff to identify how the child’s/young person’s individual 

profile affects their access to the curriculum and setting.

It is important to note: 

 A child can be in a different Threshold for each area of need, or even 

straddle a Threshold.

 The Threshold will help staff to identify what support could support that 

child.
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PfA…in the Threshold document

Four 

areas

This can link to a 

curriculum area in 

PSHE

These are set out after each 

area of need for 

0-4 years, R-Y2, Y3-Y6 
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