
Monday 22nd March

English



Fluency
Subject, Verb, Object

What do these mean?

Write a sentence and identify the subject, verb 
and object?













Recall

Write a sentence for each of the ISPACEd openers.

You can make it about anything that you like. Try to amuse us!



WALT: use formal language and 
Standard English correctly.

• Replace words to make text more formal.

• Recognise whether a sentence is in Standard English.

• Choose correct language to make a sentence in Standard English.



Standard English

• What do we mean when we say something is in Standard English?

• Why is it important to be able to understand and recognize Standard 
English?



What Is Standard English?
Sometimes, when you are speaking, you may use locally-spoken or 
non-standard forms of English, for example:

We was shopping when we 
seen it. It were massive!

However, when you are writing, you should always use standard English. 
You can do this by using the correct verb inflections and not using any 

‘slang’. She should have said:

We were shopping when we 
saw it. It was massive!



Non-Standard English

Non-Standard Forms Standard English

We was

I ain’t got

You should of

I done it

I seen him

Can you fill in the table below to convert these poorly written phrases into 
standard English? Remember to use the correct verb inflections.

We were

I haven’t got

You should have

I did it / I have done it

I saw him / I have seen him



Spot the Slang
Read the sentences below and spot the non-standard English which needs 
to be corrected.

It        a huge, red bus.

“I        him at the newsagents yesterday,” recalled Joey.

“I want one of         fancy watches,” said Liam.

Jack         want         of         flies to bite him.

were

seen

them

don’t none them

It was a huge, red bus.

“I saw him at the newsagents yesterday,” recalled Joey.

“I want one of those fancy watches,” said Liam.

Jack doesn’t want any of those flies to bite him.



Standard English Quick Quiz
Let’s see if you can spot the slang.

Which of these sentences is written in standard English?

I only came to see the paintings.

Next

I only come to see the paintings.



Standard English Quick Quiz
Let’s see if you can spot the slang.

Which of these sentences is written in standard English?

I did all of my work.

Next

I done all of my work.



Standard English Quick Quiz
Let’s see if you can spot the slang.

Which of these sentences is written in standard English?

Can I borrow a pencil?

Next

Can I lend a pencil?



Standard English Quick Quiz
Let’s see if you can spot the slang.

Which of these sentences is written in standard English?

Their house hasn’t got any toys.

Next

Their house ain’t got no toys.



Standard English Quick Quiz
Let’s see if you can spot the slang.

Which of these sentences is written in standard English?

It’s our cousin, Spencer.

It’s are cousin, Spencer.

Finish



Conversation Confusion
This conversation between a pair of teenagers is so confusing! Can you 
correct their speech into standard English so that we can understand 
what is going on? 

I’m         bored. I        all 
my homework already.

Well, you should    said if 
you       bothered.

I       . Can I       it from 
you and copy?

! You should         it 
yourself. It        easy.

done

ain’t lend

Naw of did
were

of
was

I haven’t. Can I borrow
it from you and copy?

I’m really bored. I’ve done 
all my homework already.

No! You should have done
it yourself. It was easy.

Well, you should have said 
if you were bothered.

dead



They’re   
tasty!

Awful Advertising
Below is an advertisement for a famous brand of sausages but it is 
littered with non-standard English. Can you correct it?

You can’t get       fresher 
than          juicy, meaty 

sausages.

no gristle 
in sight!

Make sure you get         –
there won’t be          left 

if you’re not quick.

“I should         got 
more!”                   

- Mrs Smith, Bolton

Silly Sausages Ltd

no
right

‘em

of
Ain’t

any
really

them

have
There’s

themthese noneany



What Are Formal and 
Informal Language?

Can you write definitions for ‘formal’ and ‘informal’ language?

Formal Language

Formal language is used for more official and serious purposes. The correct 
grammar should always be used.

Informal Language

In informal situations and informal writing, a more relaxed casual and chatty 
style can be used. Slang words and abbreviations are more acceptable.

Do you and your partner agree?



What Are Formal and 
Informal Language?

Sort the following criteria into formal or informal language conventions:

Do you and your partner agree?

is clear and to the point use more contractions 
and abbreviations (e.g. 

it’s or TV)

has a more serious tone

has a more ‘chatty’ tone uses the correct 
grammar and 
punctuation

uses text-style words (lol)

uses specific vocabulary 
for the subject

uses clichés (e.g. raining 
cats and dogs)

often uses complex 
sentence structures



What Are Formal and 
Informal Language? Answers

formal

has a more serious tone

uses the correct 
grammar and 
punctuation

uses specific vocabulary 
for the subject

often uses complex 
sentence structures

informal

is clear and to the point

use more contractions and 
abbreviations (e.g. it’s or 

TV)

has a more ‘chatty’ tone

uses text-style words (lol)

uses clichés (e.g. raining 
cats and dogs)



Formal or Informal

Formal Language

Informal Language

presenting an award

Formal and informal language are more suited to different situations. Can you 
sort the following situations into the correct place in the table, according to 
which style of language would be more suitable?

talking to the headteacher writing a letter of complaint

talking to friends talking on the phone to gran writing an email to a cousin

writing a report sending a text to a friend writing a personal diary

talking to the headteacher 
presenting an award
writing a letter of complaint
writing a report

talking to friends
talking on the phone to gran
writing an email to a cousin
sending a text to a friend
writing a personal diary



Formal or Informal Vocabulary

Formal

sufficient

injustice

profession

opportunity

Informal

now

sacrifice

immediately

chance

enough

job

give up

not fair

Some vocabulary is more formal, whereas other is more informal in tone. Can you 
match these formal and informal words with the same meanings (synonyms)?



Your Turn – Formal Vocabulary
Choose a square to reveal a picture. Write a sentence using a formal alternative of 
the word given:

? ? ?

? ? ?

get better job live in

now enough speak to



Formal or Informal?
Read these sentences. What do you notice about them?

The teacher demands that you be present in PE.The teacher demands that you be present in PE.

Our Queen requests that you attend at 9am prompt. Our Queen requests that you attend at 9am prompt. 

If I were you, I would try harder in my lessons.If I were you, I would try harder in my lessons.

These sentences all use the subjunctive verb form, 
which makes sentences sound more formal.



Tasks

Work through each activity and 
think about your use of Standard 
English and formal language. It is 
important that you is able to 
recognise when you done things 
incorrectly, so that you can do 
them proper.


