
English
Tuesday 2nd March



WALT: edit, extend and improve sentences.

• WILF:

• Add expanded noun phrases.

• Create different sentence structures.

• Use a range of conjunctions.



Recall

• What had happened between Michael and Mina?

• How might this be resolved?





What does this chapter 
show us about Michael 
and Mina?

How has their 
relationship developed 
since the start of the 
book? 



Using your skills

• Overt the last few weeks, you have practised several skills at home:

• Expanding noun phrases.

• Using different sentence structures.

• Using a range of conjunctions.

• Moving clauses in sentences and punctuating correctly.

• Using colons and semi-colons.

Today, we want you to use all of these skills to edit and improve 
sentences.



Reminders

1.) Expanding noun phrases.

e.g. the owl

The wise, ancient owl with the beady eyes in the rafters of the barn

Here adjectives, modifying adjectives and then a prepositional phrase has 
been used to expand the noun.

You try

The garage…



2.) Sentence structures and clauses

Mina, who was home-schooled, was often sarcastic to Michael about 
the things that he learnt. (Relative clause added.)

Although the baby was ill, the family hoped she would get better. (Start 
with subordinate clause.)

Skellig didn’t want to move even though the garage would be pulled 
down. (Subordinate clause second in the sentence.)

Mina didn’t want to say goodbye to Skellig, nor did he want to leave 
her either. (Compound sentence).



3.) Range of conjunctions



4.) Colons and semi-colons.

• Michael knew what he had to do: set Skellig free.

• (colon is used to explain)

• Mina led Micahel to the top of the house; she knew in her heart 
Skellig would no longer be there.

• (two linked sentences using semi-colon)



• Today, you will be improving writing using all of these skills.

• E.g. Michael hoped his sister would be ok. He knew Skellig could help. 
He went to the house to ask him.

• Could become…

• Michael, despite being afraid and feeling her tiny heart beat getting 
fainter, retained hope that his sister would be ok. In his mind, he 
knew Skelling could help even though he himself was weak and barely 
alive. He went to the old, abandoned house to ask him; he knew it 
was his only chance.



Your Turn

1.) Michael and Mina could feel Skellig’s wings. They were curled under his 
jacket. He winced.

2.) Mina and Michael argued. They were very different people. Skellig
brought them together.

3.) The owls were always there. They had been looking after Skellig. He was 
like their baby.

4.) The baby was poorly. She was attached to wires. The family were worried.


