
Thursday 25th February 2021

What happened to Henry VIIIs 
wives?



What I’m Looking for:

• Name Henry VIIIs wives.

• Know how they died.

• Recall a fact about each wife.



Henry VIII 

On Tuesday, you began to learn about three of Henry 

VIII’s six wives. Can you remember any facts about them?

Catherine of Aragon Anne Boleyn Jane Seymour
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Let’s 
recap!



• Catherine was Henry’s first wife. 

• She was a Spanish princess and had previously 
been married to Henry’s older brother, Arthur. 
However, after only a few months, Arthur 
became very ill and died.

• When Henry became king in 1509, he married 
Catherine instead.

• They had a daughter called Mary. 

Catherine of Aragon



• Henry wanted a son, so decided to divorce 
Catherine. However, this was not allowed.

• He had to ask for special permission from the 
Pope to end his marriage (The King’s 
“Great Matter”). The Pope refused.

• Henry broke away from the Catholic Church 
and created the Church of England. Now, he 
was allowed to divorce Catherine.

• Catherine died in 1536, aged 50.  

The King’s “Great Matter”



• Anne was Henry’s second wife.

• She had previously lived at the French court. 
Whilst there, she learnt lots of new skills and 
made friends with important people.

• After divorcing Catherine, Henry married Anne 
in 1533.

• They had a daughter called Elizabeth, but     
Henry still wanted a son. 

• On 19th May 1536, Anne was beheaded.

Anne Boleyn



• Jane was Henry’s third wife.

• She was previously a lady-in-waiting to Anne 
Boleyn (Henry’s second wife).

• Henry and Jane married in 1536.

• In 1537, Jane gave birth to a son – Edward. 
Henry was delighted.

• Jane fell ill shortly after giving birth and died
just two weeks later.

Jane Seymour



Henry’s Six Wives

Catherine of Aragon

1485 - 1536

Jane Seymour

c.1508 - 1537

Anne Boleyn

c.1501 - 1536

Anne of Cleves

1515 - 1557

Catherine Howard

c.1523 - 1542

Catherine Parr

c.1512 - 1548

Today, you’re 
going to 

learn about 
the rest of 
Henry’s 
wives.



• Anne was Henry’s fourth wife.

• Two years after Jane’s death, Henry’s advisors persuaded 
him to marry again. 

• Henry received a painting of Anne of Cleves (a German 
princess), and agreed to the marry her. 

• Anne travelled to England in late 1539.

• Henry couldn’t wait to meet Anne and travelled to meet 
her on New Year’s Day 1540. 

• He was disappointed when he met her, complaining to 
Thomas Cromwell that she was nothing like her portrait 
and he didn’t like her.

Anne of Cleves



• Anne and Henry were only married for around 6 months. 
They had no children.

• Henry was so unhappy, he asked Anne for a divorce. 

• As a reward for ending their marriage, Henry gave Anne 
lands and money to keep her comfortable for life. 

• She was also referred to as the king’s ‘beloved sister’ and 
it was ordered that she be treated as the most important 
woman in England, except for his wife and daughters.

• Anne stayed in England the rest of her life in comfort and 
died in 1557 at the age of 41.

Anne of Cleves



• Catherine was Henry’s fifth wife.

• She was a lady-in-waiting to Henry’s fourth 
wife – Anne of Cleves. 

• On 28th July 1540, Henry and Catherine 
married. She was just 17 years old.

• Catherine enjoyed spending her time dressing in 
the new clothes Henry gave her and dancing.

• She found her role as stepmother to Henry’s 
children difficult, particularly with his eldest 
daughter, Mary, who was older than Catherine.

Catherine Howard



• During her marriage, Catherine fell in love with  
one of the king’s groomsmen, Thomas Culpeper. 

• On 23rd November, Catherine was stripped of her 
title as queen and imprisoned. She was found 
guilty of treason against the king and sentenced 
to death. (This meant she had betrayed Henry.)

• Catherine was beheaded on 10th February 1542.

• Henry and Catherine had no children.

Catherine Howard



• Catherine was Henry’s sixth and final wife. 

• She had been married twice before, but both of 
her husbands had died. 

• Henry first noticed Catherine as she was part of 
hid daughter Mary’s household. 

• On 12th July 1543 Henry married Catherine. 

• Catherine was a good queen. She even acted as 
regent when Henry went to war in France in 
1554. 

Catherine Parr



• Catherine persuaded Henry to restore both Mary and 
Elizabeth to the line of succession. This meant they 
were next in line to the throne after their brother 
Edward. 

• On 28th January 1547, Henry died. 

• Before his death, he ordered that Catherine be given a 
large sum of money and treated with great respect. 

• In May 1547, Catherine married her sweetheart, 
Thomas Seymour, and had a daughter named Mary.

• Sadly, shortly after giving birth, Catherine caught a 
fever and died on 5th September 1548 aged 36.

Catherine Parr



Activity

Listen to this song about Henry VIII’s wives.

Today, you are going to finish writing your fact file about Henry VIIIs 
wives (Anne of Cleves, Catherine Howard and Catherine Parr). Use the 
sheet Henry VIIIs Wives Fact File to help you set out your work. Please 
complete this activity in your home learning book.

For each wife, try to include:
• Their name
• The year they married Henry
• The names of their children (if any)
• Whether they were beheaded, divorced, died or survived

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fadCAHjN-s


https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-history-british-history-beyond-1066/ks2-tudors/ks2-tudors-powerpoints
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-history-british-history-beyond-1066/ks2-tudors/ks2-tudors-powerpoints

