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WILF: 
1. Use information about the man
2. Make point
3. Identify supporting evidence

Handwriting:



As a reminder, let’s reread ‘The Island’





























Should the man be allowed to stay on the island?

Why or why not?

Try and think of 3 reasons



Today and tomorrow, you are going to plan a 
balanced argument, but what exactly IS a 

balanced argument?
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zm3nvcw

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zm3nvcw


A balanced argument is essentially a piece of 
writing where you argue both for and against 
something, or identify the pros and cons of a 

situation.

At the end of the balanced argument, you would 
usually give your opinion.
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A balanced argument needs:

• A title (this will usually be the question you are trying to answer)

• An introduction – what are you going to be trying to decide?

• Opposing views of for and against

• Supporting evidence

• A concluding paragraph with your own opinion

• A mixture of casual conjunctions and adverbials (however, also, on 
the other hand, etc…)

• It should be written in the third person, other than the final 
paragraph which will be written in the first person



Example: Should homework be banned?

Anyone who has ever been to school knows what it is like to be sent home 
with piles of homework. For years, teachers have been setting extra maths, 
spellings and other assignments to be completed outside of regular lesson 
times. But with the increasing pressures of modern day life, there is a 
growing call for homework to be banned. Here are some of the arguments 
for and against. 

Many people see homework as an important part of school life; almost like 
an extension of the lesson. If the teacher cannot fit everything that is needed 
to be taught into the lesson, then being able to set homework is essential. 
This way, pupils can continue the learning at home, which in turn helps their 
understanding and knowledge of the subject. In fact, recent research shows a 
positive link between the amount children do for homework and their 
achievement levels. 



On the other hand, aren’t children entitled to a break from learning? After 
spending all day at school, a few hours ‘downtime’ spent watching television, 
playing computer games or exercising outside is essential for a healthy, fun-
loving child. In fact, the government’s own health guidelines recommend 
people aged between 5-18 should exercise for at least 60 minutes a day. 
Where are children going to fit that in if they are busy doing homework every 
evening?

While there are a lot of people that understand that argument, the fact 
remains that children go to school to be educated and many parents 
welcome the chance to support their child’s education at home. Practising 
spelling or helping their child read gives parents the opportunity to play a 
part in their child’s learning. It also gives them a clearer understanding of 
how their child is progressing. Similarly, a lot of children enjoy doing 
homework with their parents. Why introduce a blanket ban if some children 
and parents actually enjoy it?



The flip side of the argument is that many parents feel overwhelmed with 
the amount of homework their child brings home. With so many after school 
activities and clubs on offer, they feel there isn’t enough time to fit 
everything in. Furthermore, due to ever-increasing government expectations, 
parents sometimes feel unable to help their child as the work is too hard or 
on a subject matter they are not familiar with.

In conclusion, there are many strong arguments for and against banning 
homework from schools. If it helps a child’s education, then surely homework 
is a good thing. Then again, time away from studying to play is also incredibly 
important to a child’s wellbeing. On balance, I don’t believe homework 
should be banned because it really is an important part of learning. However, 
I also believe there should still be time in the day for fun! Therefore, perhaps 
schools should come up with a compromise: keep homework, but don’t set 
so much! 



You question is going to be:

Should the man be allowed to stay on the island?



This planning activity should take you two days. 
The first day should be spent planning the pros 

section (why the man SHOULD be allowed to stay 
on the island).

The second day, you should focus on the cons (the 
reasons the man SHOULD NOT be allowed to stay 

on the island).



As we don’t know much information about the 
man from the book itself, you should use the 

information sheet about the man to help you with 
your planning.

Use this AND the text to help you pick out three 
reasons why he should stay, and three reasons he 

shouldn’t.

Don’t forget, you MUST include supporting 
evidence.



This personal profile should 
give you some reasons why he 

should and should not be 
allowed to stay.





WILF: 
1. Use information about the man
2. Make point
3. Identify supporting evidence


