
English



WALT: use persuasive and powerful 
language in a letter.

• WILF:

• Clear topic lead sentences.

• Rhetorical questions

• Use of colons and semi-colons

• Appropriate persuasive and formal language.



Dear Mrs Miller,
It has come to our attention that your daughter, Mina, does not attend 
school. As a local authority, it is imperative that we are aware of any 
circumstances which would prevent a child from receiving adequate 
educational provision. We have been informed that Mina is being 
home schooled and have concerns that this may not be the best 
preparation for her with regards to her exams and future educational 
choices.
Please could you advise us as to the reasons for your decision and 
offer us reassurances about this course of action with regards your 
daughter.

Yours Sincerely
Angus Waugh
Educational Director



Task

Today you need to complete the:

Second Argument

Third Argument

Counter Argument

Closing Statement



The second and third arguments will follow the 
same format as the first.

Look back at yesterday’s slides for these.

I have included one final example here too.



Reason 3: home schooled children are 
accepted into college/university

For my final argument, it is imperative that I remind 
you that home schooled children are accepted into 
colleges and universities in vast amounts. It cannot 
be overlooked that 80% of home schooled children 
have enrolled in university while only 30% of 
schooled children have achieved this. Will you 
prevent your child from reaching their maximum 
potential? Furthermore, in the home schooling 
process, one can be flexible around their 
scheduling. This means that 



Counter Arguments

• Your counter argument needs to take the best 
argument that the council may give and show 
that it isn’t really important.

• It is often called ‘rubbishing’ an opponent’s 
viewpoint.



Starting a counter argument

• Even though

• Although you may think that

• While there may be concerns that

• Before you express your concerns

• You may imagine that

• YOU MUST GIVE EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT TOO



Counter Argument

Although there may be concerns over Mina’s social skills, 
I assure you that she has many opportunities to develop 
strong friendships: she attends dance clubs; visits 
museums regularly; and she partakes in swimming 
lessons with other children in her age group. Through 
these activities, she has developed age-appropriate social 
skills while also having a confident manner with adults. 
Schools are not the only vehicle for developing a rounded 
individual and, in fact, by supporting Mina, I am able to 
help shape her into a kind and caring child rather than 
some of the impolite adolescents we see regularly in 
society from your school. 



Ending

• At the end, you simply need a line to sum up 
before closing the letter.

• I am going to leave this with you to write.


