
What would 
my life be 
like in rural 
Uganda?



Thursday 21st January 2021
WALT: use subordination.

UK



What is it like to go to school in rural 
Uganda?

Watch this video to find out!

While watching, think about what is similar to 
your life and what is different. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AqpQYeYo0zM


What is it like to go to school in rural 
Uganda?

Let’s read this Letter from Irine, who lives in Uganda.



Dear Year 2,

My name is Irine and I am 9 years old. I live with my four 
sisters, one brother, my mother and my father. My house has 
only one room and it has mud walls and a grass thatched 
roof. 

I go to primary school with my friend, Clapton. Before I leave 
for school, I help my mum and sisters to cook breakfast. We 
make porridge in a big pot. It’s my job to stir. After breakfast, 
I help to wash the pans.



Clapton has to fetch water from the river for his family before 
school. It is a long walk and he has to carry the water back in 
a heavy plastic container which he balances on his head. He is 
often tired before we set off for school.



I am very lucky to be able to go to school because not everyone in Uganda 
is able to go to school, especially if they are a girl. Some families are very 
poor and cannot afford the books and uniforms. I walk to school with 
Clapton as no one on our village has a car. It takes us about 40 minutes to 
get there.

I have sent a picture of my classroom. We do not have enough chairs or 
tables. When it is sunny, it gets very hot as we are all so close together, 
but at least the grass roof gives us some shade. But there are no walls. 
There are more holes in the thatch roof too! What do think happens during 
the rainy season?



My favourite lesson is maths, I like counting and adding. At 
play time, I like playing football with my friends. 



At lunchtime, we don’t always have food. We don’t 
bring a packed lunch to school, and the school 
cannot always provide us with any lunch. So we all 
stay hungry. Our school kitchen is outside, and the 
cook makes a fire to heat up our food when we 
have it.



We can go to the toilet at lunchtime. They are in 
the building in the photograph. We have holes in 
the ground for our toilets. Are yours the same?



I like to play football with my friends on our 
playground. Does ours look like yours? 
School finishes at 4:30 pm when we walk home 
again. I see rabbits and sometimes wild pigs on the 
way home!



When I get home, my job is to wash the clothes, but first, I 
must collect some more water from the river. I help my 
mum to cook dinner over the fire. We eat posho which is 
like thick porridge but made out of maize. We stir it with a 
big stick which we call a “mingling stick.” Tonight we are 
going to eat it with steamed matoke which is a savoury 
banana. What do you have for your dinner?

We both lie down on the floor of our house to go to sleep 
at about 8pm. 

I hope you have enjoyed finding out about my day. Please 
write me a letter telling me about your day.

From Irine



Activity

Write a letter to Irine to tell her about your day.

You are going to write your letter over two days –
Thursday and Friday. 

What I’m Looking For:
• Subordination (because, if, that, when)
• Capital letters
• A question

On the next page, we have provided some guidance which 
you may wish to follow. 



Thursday

1. Facts about you (E.g. name, age, who you live with)
2. What do you do before school? (E.g. What do you eat 

for breakfast?)
3. How do you get to school?
4. What is your classroom is like?

Friday

5. What is your favourite lesson?
6. What do you do at lunchtime?
7. How do you get home?
8. What do you do after school?




