
Monday 25th January 2021

How do animals get food?

WILF
1 - Order a food chain
2 - Draw arrows to show the direction      

of energy transfer
3 - Use key vocabulary



Key Vocabulary

• Carnivores 

• Herbivores

• Omnivores

• Consumers

• Producers

• Predator

• Prey

The next slides 
will explain 
these words.



Carnivores

Some animals, like the kingfisher, eat 
only other animals. These animals are 

called “carnivores”.



Herbivores

Some animals do not eat other animals. 
They survive on plants and are known 

as “herbivores”.



Omnivores

• Some animals, like us, eat both plants 
and animals. 

• These animals are called “omnivores”.



Consumers

• “Consume” means “eat”.

• Animals are consumers because they 
“eat” (consume) food provided by 
plants or other animals.



Producers

• Plants are living organisms. They need 
nourishment to survive.

• But…
• Plants do not eat other plants or 

animals.
• Plants are called producers, because 

they produce their own food using 
sunlight.



Predator

A predator eats other animals.

Cats eat fish. So do bears!



Predator

• The cat is a predator, because it eats  
other animals.

• The bear is a predator, because it 
eats other animals.

• People are predators too!



Prey

Any animal which is hunted and killed by 
another animal for food is prey.

Predator

Prey



Match the predator to its prey.



Match the predator to its prey.



Predators and Prey

Some animals are predators, some are prey - some are 
both.

The predator eats the prey, and the prey gets eaten
by the predator.



Food Chains

A food chain shows what is eaten.

The fly is eaten by the thrush.



A food chain shows what is eaten.

The lettuce is eaten by the 
rabbit.

Food Chains



The lettuce is eaten by the slug, the slug is eaten by the 
bird.

Food chains always start with a 
plant.



• A food chain shows which animals eat 
other animals or plants.

• A food chain starts with what gets 
eaten and the arrows point towards 
what does the eating.

Food Chains - a Reminder



Where do the arrows point?



Where do the arrows point?



The top of the food chain.

Some animals are said to be at the top of the 
food chain. This is because they are not hunted 

by other animals.

No other animal hunts the lion 
to eat. The lion is at the top 
of the food chain. Can you 

think why?



Watch this video to find out 
about what urban birds eat.

(As it is the Big Garden Bird Watch 
this week, our food chains are going to 

all include birds!) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zbx2tfr


Your task!
Order the food chains in your home learning book. 

Remember: The arrow means ‘is eaten by…’

Extension - use the key vocabulary to label your food chains.



Answers!

Producer Prey Omnivore Predator

Producer Herbivore Prey Carnivore

Producer Consumer Prey PredatorPrey


