
WALT: write a newspaper report

Thursday 28th January 2021
&

Friday 29th January 2021

WILF: 
1. Include a quote from an islander
2. Picture with a caption
3. Include the 5 W’s in the introduction



What are the features of a newspaper report?



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z739whv

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z739whv


We are going to write a newspaper report about 
the man’s arrival on the island.

Let’s reread that section of our book.











You  are writing as if you live on the island, and 
you are the local news reporter.

Although newspaper articles should not be biased 
(having a clear point of view of their own based on 
something not necessarily fair), sometimes it can 

be interpreted as seeming that way.

Think about what the reporter might think of the 
man!



Things you MUST include:

• A title for your newspaper

• An eye catching headline

• The 5 W’s (in the first paragraph) – who, what, where, when, why?

• Room for a picture or drawing, with a caption underneath explaining 
what it shows

• A quote from an islander, with accurate speech punctuation included

• Lots and lots of detail – this should take you two days worth of 
English lessons



Example newspaper title and headline

THE ISLAND NEWS
Thursday 28th January 2021 £2.50

Foreigner Spreads Fear In Town
The main article will be written in columns. 
Remember to leave gaps for pictures!



Example first paragraph

Late last night, fisherman on the 
north eastern tip of the island 
discovered a man lying in the 
shallows of the sea. The man –
who has still not been able to 
provide us with a name – was 
unconscious but breathing. It has 
been suggested by local 
government leaders that the man 
has attempted to attack the 
island, although locals have 
argued that as he only had a 
battered, badly made boat with

him, he is unlikely to bring a 
threat. 

We at ‘The Island News’ 
spoke exclusively to a Mrs J Stein, 
who’s husband was among the 
fisherman that located the man. 
She told us, “My husband was 
very alarmed. He said he was 
trying to untie a rope from his 
boat, and he spotted something! 
He thought it was a whale or a 
dolphin or something at first, but 
it was obviously far too small!” 


