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What do you already 
know about the 
ancient city of 

?



What would you like to 
find out about the 

ancient city of 
Baghdad?



Baghdad c.900



The city of Baghdad was 
commissioned by Caliph Al-Mansur 

and was built very quickly: 
4 years (764-768). 

There were over 100,000 engineers, 
surveyors, artists and construction 

workers from all over the world.



• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfVj50d
WCC4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfVj50dWCC4


It was known as the round city. How is 
this different from what had previously 
been constructed? Why do you think 

they did this?





The mosque and the headquarters for 
city guards lay in the city centre. Why?



The city walls were 30m high; they 
were 44m thick at the bottom and 

12m thick at the top. There was four 
gates.



The doors on the gates were made of 
iron, and were so heavy, multiple men 

had to open and close them every 
time.



The inner wall was 50m thick, with 
towers and turrets. There was also a 
water filled moat. Were the defences 

strong? Would Baghdad survive attack?



Baghdad was a hub of learning. 
Scholars from all over the world visited 
its great library: The House of Wisdom.



By the year 900, Baghdad became the 
biggest city in the world, with almost 2 

million inhabitants. (Newcastle only 
has 300,000 today!)



What did people do there?

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSdT95R
0YMM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSdT95R0YMM


• Caliph – highly respected religious leader

• Grand Vizier – right hand man to the caliph

• Slave – cook, clean, look after children

• Market seller – selling local goods

• Doctor – medical issues

• Nurse – smaller medical issues

• Teacher – educates (boys only)



What happened next?

What do you think?



The Siege of Baghdad lasted from 
29th January to the 10th February 

1258.
During this time, the city of 

Baghdad was captured by Mongol 
forces and allied troops.



The Mongol army, led by Hulagu Khan and the 
Chinese commander Guo Kan in vice-command, 

set out for Baghdad in November of 1257. 
Hulagu marched with what was probably the 
largest army ever fielded by the Mongols. By 

order of Monghe Khan, one in ten fighting men 
in the entire Mongol Empire were gathered for 

Hulagu's army.



Hulagu demanded surrender; the caliph refused. 
He failed to prepare for the fight; he didn’t 
gather an army, or strengthen the walls of 

Baghdad.
Hulagu divided his forces, so that they 

threatened both sides of the city, on the east 
and west banks of the Tigris River. The attacking 

Mongols broke some dikes and flooded the 
ground behind the caliph’s army, trapping them. 
Much of the army was slaughtered or drowned.



The Mongolian army laid seige to the city. The 
siege started on January 29th. The battle was 
swift, by siege standards. By February 5th, the 

Mongols controlled a stretch of the wall. 

The caliph tried to negotiate, but was refused.
On February 10th,  Baghdad surrendered. 

The Mongols swept into the city on February 13 
and began a week of massacre and destruction.



Is Baghdad still important today?

Baghdad is the capital of Iraq. The population of 
Baghdad, as of 2016, is approximately 

8,765,000, making it the largest city in Iraq, the 
second largest city in the Arab world (after 
Cairo, Egypt), and the second largest city in 

Western Asia, (after Tehran, Iran).



Possible sub-heading titles

• Construction

• Achievements during the ‘Golden Age’

• Life in the City

• Destruction

• Baghdad today



WILF:

1. Use dates and terms accurately in describing 
events

2. Use appropriate historical vocabulary

3. Write a non-chronological report


