
History



Key Question

How have sporting events had an impact on Britain in the last 70 years?

WILF:

Research an iconic sports event. 

Explain why it is important.

Ask and answer questions.



Why is sport important?



Sport and the empire

In the last quarter of the c19th sport came to play a crucial role in the 
development and maintenance of the British Empire, especially in the 
transmission of its values at a time when it was claimed that the 
Empire had a moral dimension. Sport had always provided 
opportunities in the Empire for leisure, entertainment and training for 
soldiers but in the later part of the c19th it became the means by 
which values were transmitted to local populations, especially local 
elites, and the means by which the local settler population and the 
colonial government maintained their coherence and support of the 
Imperial project.



Which sports events do you know from the 
last 70 years?



A few highlights…

• 1954: Roger Bannister breaks the 4 minute mile.

• 1958: Munich air disaster.

• 1966: England win World Cup

• 1984: Torvill and Dean win Olympic gold.

• 1989: Hillsborough Disaster.

• 1999: Manchester United win treble.

• 2003: England win Rugby World Cup.

• 2012: London Olympics

• 2020: Lewis Hamilton F1 greatest champion.



Research a key sporting event.

You can choose one from the previous slide, or one of your own.

Find out key people involved, what happened and why it had an 
impact.



Task 2 – The Interview

Write an interview for one of the key figures from the event and the 
replies they might have given. You need to ask at least 6 questions and 
give full answers.

e.g. Why did you wipe your hands before you collected the World Cup?

As I was going up the steps to the Royal box, I noticed that the Queen 
was wearing white gloves. My hands were covered in mud and sweat 
and it would have been extremely impolite to have shook her hands 
and marked the gloves she was wearing. Also, I felt that to touch the 
trophy, I should have clean hands as it was such a special and unique 
moment.


