
English



WALT: use sounds to develop a description.

WILF:

1.) Use interesting verbs and adjectives.

2.) Use different sentence structures.

3.) Check punctuation within sentences.



Modelled Writing

Read the modelled example of a setting description that uses sound.

Highlight all of the words and phrases that help to create the 
impression of the sounds at the scene.

Can you spot a simple, compound and complex sentence? 



Turning in all directions, you find yourself enchanted by fantastic, dazzling lights. All the colours of the rainbow 
flash brightly in the night sky. Children drag parents from one stall to another with relentless determination. 
Giant teddies, medium teddies and small teddies as far as the eye can see. The popping of BB guns, followed 
by the disgruntled sigh as another pound is wasted. The stalls promise so much, but deliver so little. 

People are scattering everywhere in excitement, unsure of which ride to try first. Long, loud screams can be 
heard high up in the sky as the whirling, twirling rides spin people faster and faster; higher and higher. Some 
rides seem to touch the clouds, so high that you have to strain your neck to see. In the children’s area, you can 
see parents smiling and waving animatedly; desperately trying to make the rides more interesting for their 
bored children, who just want to go on the ‘big’ rides with their elder siblings. From some, there are tears –
nervousness, fear and a sense of being overwhelmed by it all. Cars and trains go round and round at a pace a 
snail could beat. Engines are revved ferociously on the dodgems as parents and children alike shout threats 
and challenges between the cars. Music from the vast array of rides blends to form one strange, droning song 
over a thumping back beat. Lively and fast, the bass vibrates through your body. On each ride, there is a 
woman in a booth. She uses a crackling microphone to try and entice you to her ride. She sounds bored, 
monotone. She sits with her cold coffee, smoking her twentieth cigarette, hunched over in a beaten up chair. 
She repeats the same words over and over, but never stops, “Two rides for the price of one. The best ride at 
the fair. Guaranteed to make your heart race.” Her face is old and tired. Her eyes show the strain of years of 
late nights working the fair. She never smiles.

The smell of meat chokes the air. Hot dogs and burgers are everywhere you turn. When you get closer, you can 
hear them sizzling and spitting in the boiling grease .The intense smell of food mixes with the smell of the fuel 
from the rides and the numerous trucks that transport the fairground from town to town. Children burn their 
eager mouths on chips that are freshly cooked. They are served in plastic cones, which get littered for miles 
around and crunched underfoot. Nothing can quite compare with the wondrous smell of doughnuts. It makes 
your mouth water in anticipation and causes your nostrils to flare. Each bite warms you through.

Everyone seems happy at the fair. Laughter can be heard from all generations, young and old. As you turn to 
get one last glimpse, begging that it isn’t time to leave yet, the cacophony of noise rises to a crescendo – a 
prize has finally been won!   



• The sound was loud. You could hear the noisy, loud noises. As the 
rides went round.

Can you explain the problems here? Why isn’t this effective.



• Loud is used twice and is not a particularly powerful word.

• Loud and noisy are so similar in meaning that it is not effective to put 
these two adjectives together.

• If a sentence starts with ‘As,’ there must be two clauses in the 
sentence 

e.g. As the rides went round, laughter and screams could be heard in 
equal measure.



What was your setting?

• Watch a video and look at pictures of your setting. Look again at your 
plan.

• How are you going to bring the scene alive? What do you want to 
describe?

• Are you going to have any speech in your scene?



Task

• Now, it’s your turn.

• Can you write your setting description.

• Remember, the focus is on the sounds that you use and how this can 
bring the scene to life.

• Leave a line between each line of writing like you do in class, so that 
you can edit your work in green pen and make any improvements.


