
English



WALT: write descriptive lists.

• WILF:

• Include a main clause before the colon.

• Correctly placed semi-colons.

• Parenthesis within the list.



Read Chapter 4 and 5

• Discuss the development of the characters 
and initial impressions about what might 
happen.









Descriptive Lists

• With a partner, discuss the punctuation rules 
for writing a descriptive list.

• What do we need to remember?



Teacher information

1 Play the “I packed my bag and in it I put…” 
game but with added information.

e.g. The first pupil says: “I packed my bag and in 
it I put my toothbrush, the one with the 
splayed bristles.”  The second repeats this 
and then adds their item with some added 
information.

Keep this up as long as pupils can remember 
the items.  It helps them remember if they 
can see each other as they speak.



Teacher information cont.

• Remind pupils of the use of commas for items 
in a list with “and” between the last two 
items.

• Explain that it becomes very confusing with 
items that have extra information – like the 
ones they have just listed.

• Using semi-colons between the main items 
and commas between their extra information 
makes it clearer to the reader.



Put semi-colons and commas to make this 
list clear.

• I packed my bag and in it I put my toothbrush, 
the one with the splayed bristles; my sponge, 
the real one I was given for my birthday; my 
comb, the black one; my teddy bear, I know I 
shouldn’t need him now; clean undies, 
enough for two nights; pyjamas, the new 
ones; and, a bar of chocolate for comfort.



Did you punctuate correctly?

• I packed my bag and in it I put my toothbrush, 
the one with the splayed bristles; my sponge, 
the real one I was given for my birthday; my 
comb, the black one; my teddy bear, I know I 
shouldn’t need him now; clean undies, 
enough for two nights; pyjamas, the new 
ones, and a bar of chocolate for comfort.



Discuss the list and its punctuation.

• Michael had never wanted to move to this 
ruin of a house: the garage, with planks 
boarding it up, was a death-trap; there was a 
toilet in the dining room; and, the garden, his 
sanctuary where he usually played football, 
was an over-grown jungle.



Whiteboards

Write a descriptive list about the garden.

It needs to include parenthesis too.



WALT: write descriptive lists.

Activity 1

Sheet from website

Activity 2

Write descriptive lists about the garage, the 
person in it and the garden.

Activity 3

Write a diary entry for Michael. Include 
descriptive lists within it.


