
Wednesday 4th November
WALT – Punctuate direct speech

WILF

1. Put speech marks around words that are spoken

2. Put appropriate punctuation before closing speech marks

3. Include interesting synonyms for ‘said’ in reporting clause



Punctuating Speech
Let’s have a go at correctly punctuating speech. 

If we were punctuating Josh’s speech, it would say:

“I’m really struggling to walk,” explained Josh.

Josh:
I’m really 

struggling to 
walk.

Matthew:
Don’t worry, I’ll 

help you.

Click on each box to find out more about it.

Inverted commas Inverted commas

Punctuation Reporting clause

Punctuation

Next



Punctuation
There are two places where other forms of punctuation are needed when 
writing direct speech:

“I’m really struggling to walk,” explained Josh.

Back

“How exciting!” exclaimed Sarah.

“Is your favourite drink lemonade?” enquired Chad.

“I don’t know what to do,” said Sayeed.

You need to finish your 
sentence with a full stop 

after the reporting clause.

You need to end the speaking with either:

• A comma

• A question mark, if it is a question

• An exclamation mark, if it is an 
exclamation



Punctuating Speech
Sometimes, the reporting clause can appear before the speech. The same 
punctuation rules apply.

If the reporting clause came before the speech, Matthew's reply could read:

Matthew replied, “Don’t worry, I’ll help you.”

Josh:
I’m really 

struggling to 
walk

Matthew:
Don’t worry, I’ll 

help you.

Click on each box to find out more about it.

Inverted commas

Inverted commas

Punctuation

Reporting clause Punctuation



Examples of Correctly 
Punctuated Speech

Below are all examples of correctly punctuated speech. Tell your partner 
why they are correct.

The conductor bellowed, “Sit down!”

“Can I have ketchup with my chips?” asked Gina.

The referee blew the whistle and shouted, “Time’s up!”

“Please stop annoying me!” pleaded Waldek.

“It’s all the money I have left,” explained Mary.

Benjamin yelled, “Over here!”


