
The Wishing Tree
The Chinese New Year tradition of 
hanging wishes on a ‘wishing tree’ 
began hundreds of years ago in 
Hong Kong.

During Chinese New Year, people 
travel to Hong Kong to see the very 
old trees and to leave their wishes. 

People write their wishes on red 
wishing paper and then tie them to 
oranges with colourful ribbons.

They then throw their oranges and wishes up into the tree.

It is believed that if the wishes get stuck in the tree and hang on 
one of the branches, the wish will come true.

There are often wishing trees at Chinese New Year celebrations 
around the world. These are sometimes made of plastic.

What would you wish for?
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Questions
1. Where did the wishing tree tradition first begin? Tick one.  

Beijing  

Shanghai 

Hong Kong 

2. Which festival do people make wishes during? Tick one. 

Chinese New Year 

Harvest 

Christmas  

3. What do people throw their wishes on? Tick one. 

a fence 

a tree 

a bench 

4. What do people tie their wishes to? Tick one. 

an apple 

an orange 

a pear 

5. Tick one. People believe that their wishes will come true if… 

they get stuck in the tree 

they fall to the ground 

they fly away

The Wishing Tree
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The Wishing Tree

Answers
1. Where did the wishing tree tradition first begin? Tick one.  

Beijing  

Shanghai 

Hong Kong 

2. Which festival do people make wishes during? Tick one. 

Chinese New Year 

Harvest 

Christmas 

 

3. What do people throw their wishes on? Tick one. 

a fence 

a tree 

a bench 

4. What do people tie their wishes to? Tick one. 

an apple 

an orange 

a pear 

5. Tick one. People believe that their wishes will come true if… 

they get stuck in the tree 

they fall to the ground 

they fly away
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