
WALT: calculate the mean

1. Know that mean means average

2. Add the numbers in the set together

3. Divide by the number of numbers



Penalty shooting competition

Each person had 10 tries at shooting a penalty.

These are their scores...



Player Number of goals

Player 1 5

Player 2 5

Player 3 2

Player 4 8

Player 5 9

Player 6 5

Player 7 6

Player 8 6

Player 9 8



The mean

If we took all those goals and shared them out 
equally between the players, how many would 
each player have scored?

2+5+5+5+6+6+8+8+9= 54
Divide this by the number of  players:

54 ÷ 9 = 6 This is called the MEAN



• To find the mean, add up all the numbers, 
then divide by the number of numbers.

• Try this one...

The mean



• Find the mean of    10, 12, 8

10 + 12 + 8 =

30 ÷ 3  =

30

10
The mean of  10, 12 and 8  is 3

What is the median of  those three numbers? 10



Find the mean of  these sets of  

numbers

1. 3,5,5,7

2. 10,2,3,9,6

3. 7,7,6,4

4. 20,30,40,10

5. 3,2,2,4,3,5,2

5

6

6

25

3



2 + 5 + 7 + 6 = 20 20 ÷ 4 = 5

The mean number of goals scored was 5.

Find the mean 

number of goals 

scored.

mean = sum of numbers in the set ÷ the number of values that make up the set.

These pictures show the number of goals each child scored in a netball 

tournament.



Name Height

Ruth 117cm

Hamza 122cm

Rudi 121cm

Name Height

Hannah 122cm

Josef 124cm

Faris 125cm

Danni 115cm

Tarjinder 124cm

Name Height

Marlon 124cm

Kasturi 118cm

Seb 122cm

Ellie 132cm

Three groups of children decide to measure their heights.Explain whether each of the statements is true or false. 

The group 

containing the 

shortest child has 

the shortest mean 

height.

This is false. Group B contains the shortest 

child (115cm) but has a mean height of 

122cm, which is not the shortest mean 

height.

The group containing 

the fewest children 

has the tallest mean 

average height.

This is false. Group A has the fewest 

children but a mean height of 120cm, 

which is not the tallest mean height. 

If a child measuring 140cm joined group A, this group would now have the 

tallest mean average height.

This is true. If a child measuring 140cm joined group A, then the new mean 

height of the group would be 125cm. This is 1cm taller than group C’s mean 

height of 124cm.

Group A Group B Group C

mean = sum of numbers in the set ÷

the number of values that make up the set.



This table shows the distances thrown, in metres, during the shot putt event 

at an athletics competition.

Malik Lily Amir

Throw 1 8.8 7.4 11.7

Throw 2 10 7.8 11

Throw 3 9.2 6.5 9.3

Throw 4 9 8.6 9.6

Throw 5 10.2 9.5 10.3

Throw 6 9.8

Mean 

Average 

Distance 

Thrown

8 10.5

Complete the table 

by finding the 

missing values.

8.2 11.1

9.5

sum of the numbers in the set = mean ×

the number of values that make up the set.

mean = sum of numbers in the set ÷

the number of values that make up the set.









Find the mean of 
these sets of data



Calculate the missing value using the given 
mean

A

B

C

D

E


