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Success Criteria 

Aim 

• Statement 1 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. 

• Statement 2 
• Sub statement 

  

  

WILF 

WALT 
Recognise and use fronted adverbials. 

• I know that fronted adverbials are words, phrases or clauses that come 
before the main clause in a sentence. 

• I know that fronted adverbials modify the verb or the main clause by 
describing the time, frequency, manner, place or possibility. 

• I can use a comma after a fronted adverbial. 



  

Fronted Adverbial Hunt 

What is an adverbial? 

An adverbial is a word, phrase or clause that is used, like an adverb, to 
modify a verb or a clause. Adverbs can be used as adverbials, but many 
other types of words, phrases and clauses can be used in this way, 
including prepositional phrases and subordinate clauses.  

What is a fronted adverbial? 

When an adverbial is used at the beginning of a 
sentence, they are often called ‘fronted adverbials’. 



  

Next Steps: Types of Fronted Adverbial 

Fronted adverbials are used to describe… 

the time something happens,  
e.g. Before sunrise, Darius crept into the beast’s cave. 
 

the frequency (how often) something happens,  
e.g. Every so often, Darius could hear the beast’s ferocious snore. 
 

the place something happens,  
e.g. At the back of the cave, the terrifying creature began to stir. 
 

the manner something happens,  
e.g. As quick as a flash, Darius bounded behind a nearby rock. 
 

the possibility (how likely) something will/has happen(ed),  
e.g. Almost certainly, the deadly beast was nearing closer.  Did you notice 

how the fronted 
adverbials were 

punctuated? 



  

Quick Quiz: Question 1 
Where should the commas be in these sentences to separate the fronted 
adverbials from the main clauses? 

a) Clumsily  the  waitress  dropped  all  of  the  plates 
on  the  restaurant  floor.  
 

b) Like  an  erupting  volcano  Mum  suddenly  lost 
her  temper. 
 

c) Although  it  was  raining  the  children  still  went 
on  the  school  trip.  



  

Quick Quiz: Question 2 
Can you think of appropriate fronted adverbials to describe the action in 
these main clauses? 

a)            the children bought Mum a 
bunch of flowers.  
 

b)       the witch stirred the potion. 
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• I know that fronted adverbials are words, phrases or clauses that come 
before the main clause in a sentence. 

• I know that fronted adverbials modify the verb or the main clause by 
describing the time, frequency, manner, place or possibility. 

• I can use a comma after a fronted adverbial. 


