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Traditional Tales: Hansel and Gretel

Narrative Poetry

English



WILF

Monday 8th June 2020
WALT: understand a narrative poem

1. Retell the main events in the story

2. Read questions carefully

3. Highlight evidence in the text



Watch video of Hansel and Gretel

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ELbcakxFvfc

https://www.twinkl.com.au/resources/english-australian-curriculum-planit/writing-english-australian-curriculum-planit/year-3-writing-english-australian-curriculum-planit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ELbcakxFvfc


What Is the Story of Hansel and Gretel?

What can you remember about the story of Hansel and Gretel?

Who were the characters?

Where was the setting?

What was the build-up? 

Was there a problem?

Was there a solution or resolution?

What happened in the end?



The Story of Hansel and Gretel

Hansel and Gretel were very sad

They’d lost their mum and lived with Dad.

Dad fell in love and found another.

But this was no loving stepmother.

She wanted to be rid of them quick.

Her wickedness truly makes me sick!

Oh, Hansel! Gretel! What will you do?

Whatever is to become of you?



The Story of Hansel and Gretel

Dad took his children out to the wood

Thinking that he had left them for good,

But Hansel filled his pockets with stones

Like a Boy Scout’s trail to get back home.

“What’s this?” asked Stepmum, “I think that now

They’ll meet with an accident, somehow”.

Oh, Hansel! Gretel! What will you do?

Whatever is to become of you?



The Story of Hansel and Gretel

So, off to the woods they went again

Dad’s heart was filled with anguish and pain.

With teary eyes, he left them for dead

This time, Hansel left a trail of bread.

The trail, alas, was not to be found

Since birds had greedily pecked the ground.

Oh, Hansel! Gretel! What will you do?

Whatever is to become of you?



The Story of Hansel and Gretel

Forlorn, the children were all alone.

They wanted to know the way back home.

Deep in the forest, a house appeared

This house was strange; it was odd and weird.

The children couldn’t believe their eyes

“Gosh!”  they both cried. “What a surprise!”

Oh, Hansel! Gretel! What will you do?

Whatever is to become of you?



The Story of Hansel and Gretel

Gingerbread with chocolates and sweets:

A cottage covered with sugary treats.

“Tuck in,” said the woman living there.

The children guzzled without a care.

Their lucky find had a single hitch

Their hostess, it seemed, was a witch!

Oh, Hansel! Gretel! What will you do?

Whatever is to become of you?



The Story of Hansel and Gretel

The wicked witch was nasty and mean.

The wickedest witch you’d ever seen.

She planned to eat the children, you see.

Not done in polite society.

Locked up, Hansel was trapped in a cage,

“Let me out!” the boy cried in a rage.

Oh, Hansel! Gretel! What will you do?

Whatever is to become of you?



The Story of Hansel and Gretel

She’d found a recipe - children stew!

“I’ll eat the boy first, then I’ll eat you,”

Cackled the witch. That made Gretel sad…

She just wanted to go home to Dad.

She pushed the witch into the oven

Slam! 

One less witch in that witches’ coven!

Oh, Hansel! Gretel! What will you do?

Whatever is to become of you?



The Story of Hansel and Gretel

They found a chest of silver and gold

And took with them all that they could hold.

With hearts that beat like a kettle drum,

They ran just as fast as they could run.

They fled the house with its sweet charms,

Home to the safety of Daddy’s arms.

It appeared that while they were away

Their stepmother had disappeared one day.



The Story of Hansel and Gretel

Now they live with their dad in the wood

Dad and children have a life that’s good.

Oh, Hansel! Gretel! What have you been through?

At last, things are looking up for you.







WILF

Tuesday 9th June 2020
WALT: identify features of a narrative 
poem

1. Name features

2. Highlight features

3. Explain features



What Is a Narrative Poem?

Discuss with your talk partner what you think 
a narrative poem might be.



Narrative

Not a Narrative

Which of the following examples are narratives and which are 
non-narratives?

Non-narrative

The Smartest Giant in TownEnglish DictionaryJack Be NimbleHansel and GretelA-Z of Australia
101 Science Experiments 

for Children
Horrid Henry and the 

Secret ClubWhat other narratives do you know?

Can you think of another word for a narrative?



The Story of Hansel and Gretel

Repetition

Listen to and read the narrative poem about Hansel and Gretel and 
see if you can identify any of the following:

Alliteration

Simile

Humour

Setting

Characters

Adjectives

Does the poem tell a story?

Rhyme

Interesting vocabulary.



Features of a Narrative Poem

Repetition

Alliteration

Simile

Did you spot any of the following?

Humour

Setting

Characters

Adjectives

Were there any other features? What else did you notice?

Did it tell a story?

Repetition ‘Oh, Hansel! Gretel! What will you do? Whatever is to become of you?

Alliteration ‘The wickedest witch you’d ever seen.’

Simile ‘Like a Boy Scout’s trail…’          

Humour ‘Slam! One less witch in that witches’ coven.’

Setting woods, gingerbread house, home with Dad

Characters Hansel, Gretel, Dad, stepmother, old woman/witch

Adjectives sad, loving, evil, nasty, mean

Rhyme written in rhyming couplets: two lines together that rhyme  
.          with each other



WILF

Wednesday 10th June 2020
WALT: use rhyme

1. Know what it means when words rhyme

2. Spot rhyming words

3. Suggest rhyming words



What does rhyme mean?

If words rhyme, they end with the same sound. 
For example: 

dog                  log

can                  pan

trip                 ship   

Can you think of any?



Rhyming games

Topmarks – washing line rhyme game

Espresso – Rhyming activities (Eng 1, poetry, activities)
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/acti
vity_index/item1122235/grade1/index.html

Rhyming game work sheet

https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/activity_index/item1122235/grade1/index.html


WILF

Thursday 11th June 2020
WALT: plan a narrative poem

1. Draw images

2. Include key vocabulary

3. Discuss ideas



Write Your Own Narrative Poem

Read the instructions on your Narrative Poem Storyboard Activity 
Sheet carefully and follow the instructions.

Add detail to the drawings in your storyboard: you will need these 
to help you write your poem in the next lesson.



WILF

Friday 12th June 2020
WALT: write a narrative poem

1. Use plan

2. Include rhyming words

3. Write in verses



Match the Definitions

Start timer

Which definition matches the example below? Discuss with the 
person next to you and decide.

Simile  What a wicked witch she was.

Metaphor As black as night

Alliteration            ‘‘Eat all you like!’’

Direct speech         The children got a terrible scare, 
the witch cackled; she didn’t care.

Rhyme   The children were putty in her hands. 

Simile                    As black as night

Metaphor               The children were putty in her hands. 

Alliteration            What a wicked witch she was.

Direct speech         ‘‘Eat all you like!’’

Rhyme   The children got a terrible scare, 
the witch cackled; she didn’t care.



Where to Begin?

You are rewriting the story of Hansel and Gretel, so your first verse 
will be the beginning of the story. 

Where is the story set?
Who are the characters in the beginning?



How to Write Your First Verse

We have already been given the first line to start us off. We want 
the second line to rhyme with the first. What words can you think 
of that will rhyme with dad and are appropriate?

Hansel and Gretel lived with their dad

lad, bad, glad, sad, mad, had, iPad



Planning Your Poem
Remember, use the sheet you have been given and follow the 
instructions carefully. 

Include lots of fantastic adjectives.

Make sure it makes sense and you use rhyme.

What other features can you use?



Grammar focus challenges



Alliteration Challenge

Can you finish these phrases using alliteration?

Hansel had…

The wicked witch…

Gretel got…

Two tired twins…

Sweets sometimes seem…



Simile Challenge

Can you finish these phrases using similes?

As sweet as…

They ate like…

As wicked as…

The witch’s cackle was like…

The stepmother was as…



Metaphor Challenge

Can you finish these phrases using metaphors?

Gretel was…

The evil stepmother’s heart was…

Hansel was…

The children’s father was…

The witch was…



Rhyme Challenge

Can you think of words that rhyme with the following words?

sweets                                        house

mean                                         lost

boy                                            trail

girl                                            cage

wood                                         gold

witch                                         bad
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