
School Closures

Why are schools closing and 
what will happen?



What is happening?

• The government has decided that all 
schools in England will close from 
Friday 20th March 2020.

• This is also the same in Scotland and 
Wales as well as other countries 
across the world.



Why are schools 
closing?

• Coronavirus is spreading quickly and lots of 
people are catching it.

• Although for most people, it is like having a cold, 
it can be more serious for some people (people 
with other medical conditions).

• The government want to slow down how quickly it 
is spreading by increasing ‘social-distancing’; this 
means not having large groups of people 
together.

• Schools are very large groups and that means 
lots of people can spread germs to lots of other 
people.

• Also, when schools have lots of children and 
staff absent, they don’t work very well!



How long will school be closed for?

• At the moment a date has not 
been given for when schools will 
re-open.

• The government will monitor 
how the virus is spreading and 
when the numbers fall, they will 
let everyone know that schools 
can open again.



Do all the children and teachers stay 
off school?

• Most children will stay at home whilst 
the schools are closed.

• Some children will come into school 
because it is important for them to be 
to be looked after (their parents may 
have jobs which are needed to help 
others during this time).  

• Those children in school will be in 
much smaller groups so there will still 
be social-distancing for them.

• Teachers will work from home and in 
school to provide learning activities 
for children to do.



What will I do at home?

• It is really important for families to organise 
themselves at home to help make the time we 
are away from school and work run smoothly.

• First priority is to understand the rules and 
follow them (this is the same for adults as 
well as children!).

• Children should work extra hard to listen to 
their parents and help them to make routines 
which: 
• help keep the house clean and tidy
• makes sure that schoolwork is being done
• keeps everyone eating healthily and 

getting exercise
• has time where families can have fun time 

together



What work will I have to 
do at home?
• It is extremely important that children have work to do at 

home as the school could be closed for a long time.

• Teachers will be setting work in reading and maths but also 
giving ideas about what children can do with their families to 
learn about interesting things in other subjects like art, history 
and science.

• Parents and children should visit the school website to find out 
what work they have had set for them each week.

• Children could agree a weekly timetable just like in school (but 
not as complicated!) to follow so that everyone knows what they 
are doing each day

• Children should use the different apps each day to practise 
their skills and learn new ones.



Taking care of yourself and others

• Being away from school for so long means that children need 
to be extra sensible to keep themselves safe.

• If there is any reason why you don’t feel safe and have 
‘yukky’ feelings you should always speak to a trusted adult .

• Sometimes this might mean speaking to a family member.

• Sometimes this may mean you want to speak to someone 
else.



Before we close …

• On Friday, we will have a non-uniform day.

• Children should bring in a joke to try and 
make everyone laugh in their class.

• Be bold, be colourful and smile.

#Harlowgrin


