
Key Stage 1 Home Reading 

 

In order to further support children’s early reading development, Year 1 are 

introducing a new way system of home reading books which will be in line with the 

delivery of phonics and the teaching of reading in school lessons.  The new home 

reading books will now follow the Read Write Inc. programme of phonics teaching 

which is taught at Harlow Green.   

The changes will have implications for parents/carers in supporting their child to 

manage these books. 

The Reading Week 

On Mondays: 

• Each child will be sent home with a paper copy of their new reading book that 

they will be introduced to in their phonics groups. 

• The book will contain a vocabulary list (Story Green Words) used within the 

story and a page of Red Words that children are expected to learn by sight. 

• Parents/carers should listen to their child read the story which they should be 

able to do independently as it will contain previously taught sounds. 

 

 

 

 

On Thursdays: 

• The paper book must be returned to school. 

• A new colour story book will be sent home.  The new books will contain similar 

themes and vocabulary to the previous paper book.   

• These books will not have been read at school and will allow pupils to further 

apply reading skills that they have previously learned. 

• This book must be returned to school on the following Monday for the process 

to start again. 

 

 

 

 

 



Book Bags 

• Although books will be swapped on Mondays and 

Thursday, it is expected that book bags are brought 

to school every day with your child’s reading books 

in.  This will ensure that books can be swapped 

easily, allowing the new system to run smoothly as 

the normal procedure will be that books are brought 

to school daily. 

• Books will be exchanged by their phonics group 

leader rather than their class teacher. 

Returning books 

As all children will access these books over time, it is 

essential that they are returned in good order on the 

specified days.  Please understand that this expensive 

resource is for all children to access. 

On average the cost of a book is £3.  Therefore, if books are lost, misplaced or 

damaged, a cost of £3 will be charged to parents/carers. 

 

Further Information 

More guidance on the teaching of early reading and phonics at Harlow Green 

can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ 

 

At Harlow Green, one of our priorities is to foster a love and lifelong enjoyment 

for reading. We greatly appreciate parents’ understanding that regular reading 

at home will develop a more extensive vocabulary, increased fluency and 

greater comprehension skills. 

 

Thank you for your support in this matter.  If you have any further questions, 

please don’t hesitate to contact the school.  We look forward to sending our new 

story books home and also, hearing how much your child is enjoying them. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ

