Harlow Green Primary School - Reception 2012

Spring Term Topic Web - Journeys
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Creative Development


Chinese New Year (23rd January 2012) Making dragons and tasting food.


Making Easter cards and bonnets – hat parade.


Painting and dipping eggs. Competition from home. Pin the tail on the Easter bunny


Eating hot cross buns.


Designing and making musical instruments, making music.


Using a variety of media to capture experiences. Using masks during carnival activities.


Using powder paints to mix colours.


Role play area (travel agent, airport and trains)


Discuss a variety of wheeled vehicles to make tyre prints, experimenting with directions.


Look and make postcards for different places we have visited.


Sing songs which involve transport, such as, ‘The wheels on the bus’ and ‘The owl and the pussy cat’








Communication, language and literacy


Visit to the local library.


Writing recipes for Pancake Day (8th March).


Reading and sharing Handa’s surprise.


Story journeys for Handa’s surprise.


Stories (The train ride, The lighthouse keeper’s lunch, Whatever next)


Writing invitations for the hat parade, carnival.


Signs for our hats and carnival


Favourite books.


Read, write, inc. (phonics, letter sounds, segmenting and blending sounds).


Dramatisation of books and events, ordering and sequencing stories.


Recognise a few high frequency words.


Reading simple sentences independently.


Introduction to non-fiction texts.


Continue recognising and writing names.


Home corner – emergent writing materials, (on postcards, tickets and luggage labels).


Role play, shop, travel agents, Chinese restaurant.


Mark making.


Big talk and talking tables.


Expressing ideas and opinions and developing a vocabulary bank. 


Recognising rhythm and rhyme.





Mathematical Development


Making maps to travel to a holiday destination and how to get to school.


Measuring distance with body parts and ordering items by length. Comparing quantities.


3D shapes begin to describe properties by making our own junk. (To make trains, aeroplanes and rockets)


Singing hot- cross bun songs- one a penny two a penny.


Using the bee bots to understand positional language.


Counting up to 20 forwards and backwards. (extend higher ability to 30)


Ordering by size and by number. (Number sequencing)


Sharing items.


Find one more and one less than.  Adding and subtracting. Comparing to numbers to see which is the biggest/smallest.


Repeating patters


To use practical problems involving real-life situations through role play.


Sequencing of familiar events. (mapping out daily routine and how they travel to school)





Physical development/ Outdoor play


Using chopsticks to develop fine motor skills.


Finger painting for Japanese blossom trees.


Using water squirters to collect liquid using fine motor skills.


Cutting and preparing fruit and being aware of staying healthy.


Body movement using outdoor equipment and scooters.


Val Sabin gymnastics unit 2


Val Sabin ball skills unit 2


 Val Sabin dance skills unit 2


Soft play/parachute games.


Using the outdoor adventure areas.


Wheeled toys in the outdoor area to make road way for the children to act out different journeys. 


Obstacle course with the apparatus in PE.


To make a variety of vehicles during construction time to take outside and be used.


During dance children can act out journeys to different places, discussing what we would see in the arctic, the jungle or at the seaside. 





Personal, social and emotional development


Thinking of others making a mothers day card and remembering why family is important. (18th March 2012)


Thinking about sacrifice in relation to Easter (April 2012). Talking about what we could give up for lent.


Dressing and undressing for PE and to go outside.


Tidy up – putting resources away.


Circle time – speaking in a familiar group – showing sensory jars.


Listening to music from other cultures and describing how it makes you feel.


Sharing and caring in small groups.


Snuggle/quiet are for reflection.


Personal hygiene- washing hands.


Diary bears to go home.


Discuss how we travel to school, what we pass and see on our journey, including what roads we cross etc.


Preparation for longer journeys (such as holidays), how we will get there, what we will need, how long it will take.


Discuss local environments such as the park, showing respect for these areas, such as throwing rubbish away.


Discuss emotions and feelings associated with going on a journey (excited, worried, scared, etc)





Knowledge and Understanding


Chinese New Year (23rd January 2012 Rabbit) finding out about the festival.


Shrove Tuesday – Pancake day – making pancakes (21st February 2011).


Valentine’s Day (Mon. 14th February 2012)


Mothers Day (Sunday 18th March 2012)


Celebrating Easter to mark the resurrection of Jesus Christ. (April 2012)


Planning our hat design, collecting our resources.


Transport – looking at different types and why they are used.


Visit to the local shops to buy fruit and pancake ingredients.


Collecting items to note the change in season.


Sorting items relating to age. Visit from a baby.


Using a laptop to print out from.


Using the digital camera.


Different methods of transport for journeys (bus, train, car, plane and boat)


How they travel to school and what they may see in their local environment.


Small world activities to recreate journey’s using ‘city’, ‘road map’, ‘farm’ and ‘beach’ resources. 
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