Harlow Green Primary School 2011-2012
Nursery Spring Term Topic Web –Journeys
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Creative Development


Chinese New Year 


Making dragons and tasting food.


Making Easter cards and bonnets – hat parade.


Painting and dipping eggs. Competition from home. Pin the tail on the Easter bunny


Eating hot cross buns.


Designing and making musical instruments, making music.


Using a variety of media to capture experiences. Using masks during carnival activities. Make Mardis Gras necklaces.


Using powder paints to mix colours.


Role play area.


Talk about wheeled vehicles-tyre printing.


Travel songs-wheels on the bus, owl and the pussy cat, train is a coming, we’re all riding on a train etc








Communication, language and literacy


Asking questions, responding to stories and information books. 


Acting out rhymes and stories.


Talking about their own experiences.


Turn taking and conversations. 


Developing their vocabulary base. 


Think and talk about what they are doing. 


Using actions, questions and words to show what they understanding. 


How children use talk to connect ideas and explain things. 


Reading favourite stories, rhymes, songs, poems or jingles. 


Letters and sounds phase one. 


Home corner – emergent writing materials-tickets, luggage labels etc


Role play, shop, travel agents, Chinese restaurant.


Mark making and giving meaning to their marks. 


Big talk and talking tables.


Plan-do-review (verbally)


Rein act stories. 








Mathematical Development


Opportunities for counting. 


Using language of ‘enough’ ‘more’ ‘plenty.’


Engaging in number problems independently. 


Sorting objects by their properties and matching the quantity to numerals. 


Counting songs – hot cross buns, one little finger, when I was one, one potato etc, 1, 2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish alive using pictures. 


Using Goldilocks (sizing) 


Jolly Postman (heavier/lighter)


Bear hunt (positioning language, under/over/through)


Shape hunt in outdoor environment. 


Exploring volume in sand and water trays. 


Use of 3D shapes to create junk models of vehicles.





Physical development


Move freely in a range of ways.


Use movement to express feelings.


Negotiate space successfully when playing running or chasing games.


Sit up, stand up and balance on various parts of the body. 


Show awareness of own needs with regard to eating, sleeping and hygiene. 


Show increasing control in using equipment for scrambling and climbing. 


Demonstrate increasing skill and control in the use of mark making implements, blocks, construction sets and small world activities. 


Soft play/parachute games.


Dance-acting out journeys to different places.


Use chopsticks developing fine motor skills


Wheeled vehicles for children to act out journeys.


Road safety – outdoor area.


Pencil grip.





Personal, social and emotional development


Thinking of others making a mothers day card and remembering why family is important (18th March 2012). 


Circle time – putting on coats and shoes.


Tidy up – putting resources away.


Circle time – speaking in a familiar group – showing sensory jars.


Listening to music from other cultures and describing how it makes you feel.


Sharing and caring (telling tales) in small groups.


Snuggle/quiet area for reflection.


Personal hygiene- washing hands.


Nursery – making friends with new January intake, 


Increasing independence in selecting activities. 


Discuss feelings/emotions associated with going on a journey.


Daily routines and sequencing events.








Knowledge and Understanding


Chinese New Year finding out about the festival   (23rd January 2012 – year of the dragon).


Shrove Tuesday – Pancake day – making pancakes (21st February 2012)


Looking at how others celebrate festivals, Mardis  Gras 


Celebrating Easter to mark the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 


Planning our hat design, collecting resources.


Transport – looking at different types and why they are used.


Collecting items to note the signs of Spring.


Sorting items relating to age. Visit from a baby.


Using the digital camera.


Visit to local shops to buy cooking ingredients


Different methods of transport for journeys.


How children travel to school and what they see on the way.


Rein acting stories – going on a bear hunt.


Road Safety – linked with outdoor area.


People who help us – special people to us.
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